
WHAT IS A
FOSSIL

what is a fossil
make your own
fossil

1.
2.

Learning
objectives

Fossils are the remains or traces of
once living organisms (animals or
plants), naturally preserved in

rock. 

 This can be footprints, skeletons and
even fossilised poo which is called a

coprolite.

one example of this process is when an
animal dies and is buried rapidly in a

sediment, preserving all or part of its
body. The soft parts of an animal usually
decay quickly after it dies, leaving only

the shell or skeleton as fossils. 

marine animal fossils are the most
common because most sediments are laid

down on the sea floor. for example
molluscs have a hard shell that is often

preserved entirely. or sometimes the
shell has been dissolved by groundwater
leaving only an impression or mould of

the shell. 
in some fossils the shell has been

replaced by a mineral such as Pyrite (Iron
Sulphide, or 'fool's gold'). 

Plant fossils are usually a carbonised
impression, from the crushed remains of a

plant.

TRACE
tracks and trails

MOLD
impression

BODY
actual shell or bone

RESIN
trapped in tree sap

activty
roll out a piece of air drying clay

into a small tile. Pick a natural form,
like a shell, leaf, seed (this is where
you can get creative) and using your

hands or the rolling pin if needed, use
your object to make an impression or
a trace fossil into the clay. Repeat

until you are happy with your design.
You may want to try this more than

once, with differnt objects, and
perhaps even use man-made objects,
to make a fossil of human activity!

air drying clay
rolling pin
natural forms

you will need:
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