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Cross Channel Geopark Charter

In celebration of the chalk and the channel, we are working to secure UNESCO Global Geopark
status for the Cross-Channel Geopark.

A partnership between the Kent Downs National Landscape and Parc Naturel Regional des
Caps et Marais d’Opale, the Geopark includes both protected landscapes and the Channel
connecting them, recognising and celebrating the geological connection between us.

The Cross-Channel Geopark is for the benefit of everyone who lives and works within it, and
those who visit. We work together to raise awareness of and protect our internationally
significant geological heritage and achieve sustainable development through our commitment
to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.

By signing up to the Cross-Channel Geopark Charter you are committing to join the journey to
UNESCO status and beyond and to uphold the principles of the Charter in all that you do.

In return for their commitment, partners can expect to benefit from a meaningful and visible
association with the Cross-Channel Geopark. The Geopark will actively promote its partners,
provide them with tailored communication materials and visibility tools, and invite them to
dedicated events such as training sessions, knowledge exchanges, and networking opportunities.
Partners will also be included in the development and follow-up of future collaborative projects,
strengthening their role within the Geopark community and network.

Cross-Channel Connections

We will operate as one unified Geopark, connected by the channel. We will actively seek
opportunities to develop new cross-channel initiatives, strengthen links, and share knowledge
and best practices throughout the region.

Heritage

We will protect, communicate and celebrate the geological, natural and cultural heritage of the
Geoparkin all that we do. Together, we will tell the story of the Cross-Channel Geopark, and
how both past and present connections—geological and social—have shaped the Geopark we
know today.

Geology and Landscape

We will conserve, enhance, and celebrate our shared geodiversity and landscape. We will foster
respect for the landscape by encouraging everyone to leave rocks, fossils, and natural features
undisturbed, ensuring they remain for future generations to enjoy and learn from. We commit to
not selling minerals, fossils, or other original geological materials, in accordance with the
UNESCO European Geoparks Charter.

Sustainable Destination

We will work together to champion sustainability across the Cross-Channel Geopark, supporting local
economies, and encouraging responsible tourism and sustainable development.



People and Planet

We will act against the climate and biodiversity crises. From individual actions to large-scale
initiatives, we will prioritise adaptation and mitigation across the Geopark.

Accessibility and Inclusion

We will be proactive to ensure the Geopark is a safe, inclusive and accessible destination where all are
welcome.

Knowledge and Learning

We will provide and promote learning and research opportunities for all ages with links to
geology, landscape, climate and culture.

Communities

We will actively engage in the development of the Geopark with a sense of joint ownership. We
will work within and across our communities to realise the Geopark Charter.
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Charte du Geopark Transmanche

Le Geopark Transmanche est un bien commun, au service de toutes celles et ceux qui y vivent, y
travaillent et le font vivre. Ensemble, nous ceuvrerons a sensibiliser, préserver et valoriser un
patrimoine géologique d’importance mondiale, tout en poursuivant un développement durable
fondé sur les Objectifs de Développement Durable des Nations Unies.

En adhérant a la Charte du Geopark Transmanche, vous vous engagez a prendre part a cette
aventure collective vers la reconnaissance UNESCO — et au-dela — en incarnant les principes
de la Charte dans l’ensemble de vos actions.

Connexions Transmanche

Nous fonctionnerons comme un Geopark unifié, connecté par la Manche. Nous rechercherons
activement des opportunités pour développer de nouvelles initiatives transmanche, renforcer les
liens et partager les connaissances et les meilleures pratiques a travers la région.

Patrimoine

Nous protégerons, communiquerons et célébrerons le patrimoine géologique, naturel et culturel
du Geopark dans toutes nos actions. Ensemble, nous raconterons l'histoire du Geopark
Transmanche, et comment les connexions passées et présentes—géologiques et sociales—ont
fagonné le Geopark que nous connaissons aujourd'hui.

Géologie et Paysage



Nous conserverons, améliorerons et célébrerons notre géodiversité et notre paysage partagés.

Destination Durable

Nous travaillerons ensemble pour promouvoir la durabilité a travers le Geopark Transmanche, en
soutenant les économies locales et en encourageant le tourisme responsable et le
développement durable.

Peuple et Planete
Nous agirons contre les crises climatiques et de biodiversité. Des actions individuelles aux
initiatives a grande échelle, nous prioriserons l'adaptation et l'atténuation a travers le Geopark.

Accessibilité et Inclusion
Nous serons proactifs pour garantir que le Geopark soit une destination s(re, inclusive et
accessible ou tout le monde est le bienvenu.

Connaissance et Apprentissage
Nous fournirons et promouvrons des opportunités d'apprentissage et de recherche pour tous les
ages, en lien avec la géologie, le paysage, le climat et la culture.

Communautés

Nous nous engagerons activement dans le développement du Geopark avec un sens de propriété
commune. Nous travaillerons au sein de nos communautés et entre elles pour réaliser la Charte
du Geopark.



