LE SILEX : UNE ROCHE
SeDIMENTAIRE NATURELLE

LE SILEX EST UNE ROCHE FORM&E DE
SILICE.

ON PEVT LE TROUVER EN PETITS GALETS,
EN GROSSES PIERRES, OV mémME EN
PLAQVES.

SA FORMATION EST ENCORE MAL CONNVE,
CE QUI LE REND FASCINANT & éTUDIER !

1. UNE ROCHE TRéS ANCIENNE

LE SILEX S'EST FORmMeé IL Y A DES mILLIONS
D'ANNEES, DANS LES MERS CHAUDES DE LA
PéRIODE CRETACEE.

o LES COCOLITHOPHORES
DE MINVSCULES PLANCTONS VIVAIENT
DANS CES MERS.
QUAND ILS MOVRAIENT, LEURS
SQUELETTES CALCAIRES TOMBAIENT AV
FOND DE LA MER.

o LES éPONGES MARINES
CES MERS CONTENAIENT AVSSI DES
€PONGES, DONT LES SQUELETTES eTAIENT
FAITS DE SILICE.
ELLES AUSSI FINISSAIENT AV FOND, APRES
LEUR MORT.

e LE SOL MARIN PLEIN DE VIE
LE FOND DE LA MER éTAIT CREVSé ET
MéLANGé PAR DES VERS, DES COQUILLAGES
ET D'AVTRES ANIMAVX.
CELA A PARTICIPé @ LA FORMATION DV
SILEX.
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LE SAVIEZ vOVS

LE SILEX EST UN MATERIAV TRES DUR. QUAND ON LE FRAPPE, IL SE CASSE NET, EN FORMANT DES BORDS
TRES TRANCHANTS, UN PEV COMME DV VERRE CASSE.

GRACE A CELA, LES ETRES HUMAINS PREHISTORIQUES S'EN SONT SERVIS POUR FABRIQUER DES OUTILS : \39
o COUTEAUX POUR PREPARER LA NOURRITURE,
o POINTES DE FLECHES POUR CHASSER,

o TETES DE HACHES POUR COUPER DV BOIS.

DANS LE KENT, ON A RETROUVE DES TRACES TRES ANCIENNES DE CETTE ACTIVITE, NOTAMMENT A FORDWICH,
PRES DE LA RIVIERE STOUR. DES HACHES EN SILEX DATANT D'‘ENVIRON 600 000 ANS ONT ETE TROUVEES
DANS DES CARRIERES DE GRAVIER.

PARCE QV’IL EST SOLIDE ET RESISTANT, LE SILEX A AVSSI ETE UTILISE DANS LA CONSTRUCTION.
ON PEVT EN VOIR DANS BEAVCOUP DE BATIMENTS ANCIENS DU GEOPARK TRANSMANCHE :

PAR EXEMPLE A DOUVRES (MAISON DIEV) OU DANS LE VILLAGE D'HERVELINGHEN.
s




FLINT IS A TYPE OF NATURALLY
OCCURING SEDIMENTARY ROCK,
MADE FROM SILICA. IT IS FOUND IN
A VARIETY OF SIZES, FROM
PEBBLES, TO LARGER STONES, TO
SHEETS OF ROCK.

THE EXACT DETAILS OF HOW FLINT
IS FORMED ARE COMPLEX AND
STILL UNCERTAIN- WHICH MmAKES
IT ALL THE MORE INTERESTING TO
sTuDY!

IT ALL STARTS IN THE ANCIENT SEAS OF
THE CRETACEOUVS PERIOD, MILLIONS OF
YEARS AGO.

TINY PLANKTON CALLED
COCOLITHOPHORES, THRIVED IN THESE
SEAS. WHEN THEY DIED THEIR CALCIUM
RICH SKELETONS SANK TO THE SEA BED.

ALSO WITHIN THESE SEAS, WERE LIVING
ORGANSIMS SUCH AS SEA SPONGES WHOSE
SKELETONS CONTAINED THE MATERIAL
SILICA. AGAIN, WHEN THEY DIED THEIR
BODIES SANK TO THE SEA BED.

THIS SEA BED BECAME DEEPLY BURROWED
8Y MANY DIFFERENT MARINE ORGANISMS
SUCH AS WORMS AND SHELLED ANIMALS.



https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/sand
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/flint
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FLINT IS A VERY HARD MATERIAL.
WHEN STRUCK, IT FRACTURES LIKE GLASS TO CREATE RAZOR SHARP EDGES. BECAVSE OF THESE
PROPERTIES, FLINT HAS BEEN VSED THROVGHOUT HISTORY BY HUMANS.

PREHISTORIC TOOLS WERE MADE FROM FLINT INCLUDING CUTTING TOOLS FOR COOKING, ARROW- \39
HEADS FOR HUNTING AND AXE-HEADS FOR WORKING OTHER MATERIALS LIKE OOD.

IN KENT, EVIDENCE OF EARLY HUMANS HAS BEEN FOUND IN THE GRAVELS OF EARLY COURSES OF
THE RIVER STOUR, IN PARTICULAR AT FORDWICH. FLINT HAND-AXES WERE FOUND IN GRAVEL
QUARRIES PROBABLY DATING TO ¢. 600,000 YEARS AGO. (NICHOLAS ASHTON)

BECAVSE OF ITS HARD, DURABLE QUALITIES, FLINT HAS ALSO BEEN USED AS AS A BVILDING
MATERIAL. THIS CAN BE SEEN IN THE MANY FLINT WALLS AND BUILDINGS ACROSS KENT, INCLUDING
THE MAISON DIEV IN DOVER.
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